What’s Your Energy IQ?
Let’s take a little quiz.  This one will test your energy intuition quotient (Energy IQ).  What do you spend more on--energy for your cars or for your home?  Sounds like a simple question perhaps to you, but you might be surprised by how few people know the right answer.  Before going any further, take out a pencil and commit your guess to paper.  
What do you think your household spends on gasoline for your vehicles?  Write that number down. $_____

Now, take a guess at what you pay to keep your home comfortably heated and cooled, lighted, your food cooked, your clothes washed and dried, and your appliances energized, etc.  $______
Making a guess helps engage you in the learning process.  Making the answer easy to get completes the learning loop, and that’s where APOGEE’s tools come in. We look at our content and calculators as tools for conveying energy information, and we are always searching for what works best to relate the energy efficiency message. 
Gas Prices Drive Up Energy Interest

 We believe the gasoline price shock makes this an ideal time to help customers put energy costs in perspective and focus attention on meaningful ways of reducing their bills.  

That’s why last year we added a garage to the APOGEE Interactive Energy Home. At the time, we had no idea gasoline prices were going to leap like they have, we simply hoped to put in perspective for customers that most people pay far more for gasoline for transportation than they spend for all the comfort and convenience provided by their utility company.  
[image: image1.wmf]In the garage of the Interactive Energy House are two vehicles and a simple gas-cost calculator.  Customers can enter their annual miles and miles/gallon (mpg) 
for each vehicle along with the current gas price and with 
one click, see how much they spend annually for gas.  
Shocking isn’t it? 
In the scenario of a family with one 20 mpg car and a 17 mpg 
SUV, at the going rate of almost $4.00/gallon, they spend 
over $6,000 each year.  
Energy Calculators Shed Needed Light
[image: image2.wmf]Now, let’s click over to the Home Energy Calculator and with just a few entries see that the same family spends about $3,000 to power their 3,400 sq. ft. home:  half as much as they spend driving their vehicles. 
 Wish we could claim being clairvoyant on the gas price crisis.  We had no idea the gasoline increases would be so great and cause so much pain for people.  If there is any good to come of a bad situation perhaps it’s that this price shock will open people’s eyes to where their energy dollars are going, thereby giving utilities the opening to educate their customers on smart choices they can make to reduce the parts of their energy bills that they have control over. 
Use This Opportunity

Seize the moment.   Direct customers to your website and let it communicate these vital messages while customers’ minds are open and fertile to ideas about what they can do to reduce their energy costs.  
APOGEE’s tools create a great opportunity to get your customers interested, engaged, and empowered to do something about energy costs for their vehicles and their homes.  It’s part of our ongoing objective of keeping our utility customers in the powerful position of being the first place their customers turn for energy advice.
